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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


Ti^^^tional application No. 

PCT/JP98/02198 




I. Basis of the report 




1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages » filed with the letter of 


| | the claims: 

pages » as originally filed 
pages , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , Hied with the letter of 


| | the drawings: 

pages . as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages . Hied with the letter of 


| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thece elements were availahle or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

1 I contained in the international application in written form. 

1 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. 1 1 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: _ 

I 1 the description, pages 

1 | the claims. Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fie 

1 — 1 Tnis re P ort nas Deen established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

5. | — | bevonc j the di sc i osur e as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRElJBnARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


Ini^fcrtional application No. 
P^^JP 98/02198 




V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims n\j 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims NO 


2. Citations and explanations 

Some of the documents cited in the international search 
report describe the surface reduction ratio of dice other 
than the ultimate dice. However, none of the documents 
cited in the international search report discloses "the 
feature wherein a combination of the surface reduction 
ratio of dice other than the ultimate dice and the surface 
reduction ratio of the ultimate dice is used and each of 
the aforementioned surface reduction ratios is numerically 
limited according to the disclosures in Claim 5". 

The feature wherein, due to the above-mentioned 
structure, processing distortion of the steel wire surface 
layer section is kept within an appropriate range and 
deterioration in ductility due to ageing of wire drawing 
is eased, involves an inventive step. 

Moreover, "the repetitive twist test value" disclosed 
in Claim 1 is a value obtained in light of the above- 
mentioned structure and, therefore, involves an inventive 


step . 
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5-7, Nishikanda 2-chome 

Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo 101-0065 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

09 November 1999(09.11.99) 


Applicants or agents file reference 
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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/02198 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

20 May 1998(20.05.98) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

| | the inventor 



X 



the applicant 



| | the agent | | the common representative 



Name and Address 

BRIDGESTONE METALPHA CORPORATION 

18-1, Kyobashi 1-chome 

Chuo-ku 

Tokyo 104-0031 

Japan 



State of Nationality 
JP 



Telephone No. 



State of Residence 
JP 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person 



X 
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BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION 

10-1, Kyobashi 1-chome 
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State of Nationality 
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Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 
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the receiving Office 



X 



~ ] | the International Searching Authority 
| | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
| X | the elected Offices concerned 

□ 



other: 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
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Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 
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Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT-BP0002 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/02198 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
20 May 1998 (20.05.98) 
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the applicant 
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the inventor | | the agent | | the common representative 
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3 FUJITA, Masuhiro 4) MASUBUCHI, Hideki 
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Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 
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| | the person | | the name 



X 
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the nationality 
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the residence 
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800, Shimonakano 

Kuroiso-shi 
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JP 
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JP 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
the receiving Office 



X 



| | the International Searching Authority 
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other: 
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1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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Office 

(Box PCT) 
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Plato nf mailinn* 
Lactic ut mailing. 
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international application inio.. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
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International filing date: 
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Priority date: 
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